
 

 

AGENDA ITEM #5 

 

The Natural Resources Commission received two citizen petitions requesting that the Commission 

change the administrative rule governing the use of rifles for deer hunting that would allow the .243, 

.30-30, .45-70, and several others. Furthermore, the DNR has received numerous requests over the 

years from the public and from legislators about allowing additional rifle cartridges, particularly those 

that are legal in other states for deer hunting. 

 

The DNR reviewed these requests and the Natural Resources Commission gave preliminary adoption 

to the proposal that would allow rifle cartridges to be used during the deer firearms seasons as 

follows:  
312 IAC 9-3-3(d) 

…(4) A rifle must fire a cartridge that meets the following specifications: 

(A) Fire a bullet of three hundred fifty-seven thousandths (.357)  two hundred forty-three 

thousandths (.243) of an inch diameter or larger. 

(B) Have a minimum case length of one and sixteen-hundredths (1.16) inches. 

(C) Have a maximum case length of one and eight-tenths (1.8) inches. 

 Full metal jacketed bullets are unlawful. 

 

By allowing these additional cartridges, high-powered rifles will be legal during the deer firearms 

seasons.  

 

Support for the proposal is based on the following reasons: 

 There are currently no limits on rifles that are legal to use for species other than migratory 

birds, deer, and wild turkey. 

 Muzzleloaders have evolved to the point that with smokeless powder (which is legal to use), 

they are essentially a high-powered rifle (accurate 500 yard gun). 

 They are legal in several nearby states, including Kentucky, Michigan (the northern part of the 

state), and Pennsylvania. 

 There has not been an increase in hunting-related accidents as the result of the use of rifles, 

both in Indiana and in several other states where they are allowed. 

 There isn’t a need to limit the equipment that can be used to take deer in order to manage the 

deer herd.   The deer harvest was a record in 2012, and the DNR is managing the deer herd 

through other means. 

 Rifle cartridges that fire a bullet at least .243 in diameter and have a minimum case length of 

1.16 inches long can safely and humanely kill white-tailed deer.  

 

Opposition to the proposal includes the following reasons: 

 Allowing longer-range cartridges will encourage hunters to take longer shots, creating a safety 

concern 

 The deer harvest will greatly increase with the use of “more efficient” equipment 

 Landowners will further restrict access to hunters due to safety concerns 

 Unnecessary - Adequate equipment is allowed now to take deer 

 More deer will be shot multiple times, reducing the ability to harvest the meat 


